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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTORY

T1s volume relates to classified collections of cards,
or to orderly entries in books, for discovering the
names of persons through their fingerprints,— the
prints made by those persons on any previous
occasion, with their names appended, having been
preserved and arranged in one or other of ‘the ways
about to be described.

A fingerprint directory may be compared to that
portion of the well-known London Post Office
Directory, where the name of any householder can
be discovered by referring to his address. All the
three thousand and more streets, squares, etc. in
London are arranged alphabetically, and the houses
in each,of them are entered in numerical order, the
names of the respective householders being appended.
8o, although there are at least 150,000 householders
in London, the name of any one of them can be
found with facility from his address.

A directory by fingerprints is far from being so

precise and discriminative, but its powers are many
: B
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MEMOIRS AND BOOKS ON FINGER PRINTS ALREADY
PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHOR.

. “PErsONAL IpENTIFICATION.”  Journal Royal Institution, 25th
May 1888, and Nature, 28th June 1888.

. “ParTERNS IN THUMB AND FINGER MARKS.”  Phil. Trans. Royal
Soc., vol. clxxxii. (1891), pp. 1-23. [This almost wholly
referred to thumb marks.]

. “MerHOD OF INDEXING FINGER MARKS.” Proc. Royal Soc., vol.
xlix. (1891).

. “IDENTIFICATION BY FINGER Tips.” Nineteenth Century, August
1891.

. “FiNeErR PRINTS”  Macmillan and Co., 1892.

. DEcIPHERMENT oF BLURRED FINGER PrINTS.” Macmillan and Co.,
1893.
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VARIOUS PLATE 8

Whorls, y




VARIOUS PratE 9

Really a Whorl

Apparently a Loop

A dabbed and a rolled print of the same finger.

PERMANENCE OF A SCAR IN A GROWING BOY AFTER AN INTERVAL OF
2 YEaRs AND 3 MoNTHS

In 1892 In 1894
Aged 14 years and 3 months Aged 16 years and 6 months

PERMANENCE OF A SCAR IN AN ADULT AFTER AN INTERVAL OF
NEARLY 4 YEARS
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AMBIGDOUS PaTTERNS, 108 ; ambi-
" guities, 6, 36, 110 ’ :
Anthropological Institute, 24, 29
Arches, 61, 65.; tented, 65, 71

Army, general annual return of, 58 -
Asquith, Right Hon. H. H., 8

Bengal, 4, 31

Bertillon system, not accepted at first,
2 ; the 243 compartments, 3 ; could
not be introduced in England in its

entirety, 17 ; to be used for the first’

classification, 20; see also 8; the
five measures used, 22; form of
_cabinet, 25 ; office duties in Paris,
27 ; numbers there dealt with, 28 ;
not yet applied to all France, 30 ;
questionable equality of numbers in
the 243 classes, 55 ; callipers used in
it, as modified in Bengal service, 57

Blue Book with report of Committee,
7 ; see Report

Boys, 25, 32

Cabinet, 23, 24, 74

Calcutta, 56

Callaghan, 16

Callipers, Bengal, with spring, 57

Camera, 114

Cards, 9, 18, 14, 28, 24, 48, 51 to 55

Catalogues, 51, 58, 54 ; four selected
sizes, b5 ; see Directory

Child, print of fingers of, 32

Circuits, 68

Classification, 5, 11

Collins, F. H,, 37

Committee, see Report

Compass points, 68

CoNDITIONS and REQUIREMENTS, 48

Convict office, 28

Counting ridges, 13, 41, 78

Crest to loops, 109

Cut, see Scar

Dabbed imprints, 63

Deltas, 61

DESCRIPTIVE SUFFIXES, 88 -
Deserters, 4, 57

Directory, 1, 2, 113 (see Catalogue)

Evidence of the author, 31; and see
Report
Examples of formule, 12

Formule, examples of, 12

France, criminal procedure, 17 ; Ber-
tillon system in, 19, 30

Frequency of different formule, 13,
50, 76, 77 :

Garson, Dr., 19, 29
Griffiths, Major A., 8

Henry, E. R, 56
Herschel, Sir W. J., 9
Hooghli, 31

Hooks in loops, 102
Householders in London, 1

Identity, proof of, 11, 18, 86, 53;
search for, 11, 18, 47, 52

Index to suffixes, 90 ; physical index,
113 (see b4)

India, 4, 31

Jury, 15

Laboratory of the author, 9
Lads, 25, 32

Lens, 60, 85, 86

Loops, 62, 66 ; R and U, 70

Macnaghten, M. L., 8
Magistrates, 5

Measurement of fingerprints, 85
Microseope, 87
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Notation, new as suggested, 112
Numerals for thumb and little finger,
73,117

Objections to fingerprint system, 14

Order of reading the fingers, 11, 39,
111

Outlines, 37, 64

Paris, 27, 30, 56

Patterns, 9; transitional, 12, 49 (zee
ambiguities) ; frequency of different
forms, 50

Pensioners, 4, 16

Pentonville prison, 9, 15, 28

Persistence of finger markings, 10,
104

Photography, 21, 22 ; camera, 114

Physical indexes, 113 (see 54)

Pointers, 36, 87

Police, 3, 15, 17

Post Office Directory, 1

PRIMARY CLASSIFICATION, 60

Printing, instructions for, 43 ; dabbed
prints, 63, 110 ; rolled, 63, 66, 110

Prisons, 5

Reading glass, 60

Recruits, re-enlistment of, 4, 57

Registry, central, 23

REPORT OF DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE
(Extracts), 7; its appointment, 8;
general conclusions, 8 ; fingerprints
really simple, 9 ; visits to laboratory
and to Pentonville, 9 ; persistence of
details of finger markings, 10 ; their
variety, 10; the three primary
classes used for classification, 11;
order of reading fingers, 11; ex-
amples of formuls, 12 ; transitional
patterns, 12 ; unequal frequency of
formule, 13; experiments in sub-
clagsifying the commonest formula,
33 ; system is admirable for cata-
logues under, say, 1000 cards; is

requirements of a good system, viz. :
(1) ease and accuracy of measuring,
ete. 5 (2) effective classification ; (3)
convincing evidence of identity, 17 ;
(1) and (3) completely fulfilled by
fingerprint method, but (2) imper-
fectly, 18; classification is the
strongest point in Pertillon system,
19; its five measures give 243
nearly equal classes, 19 ; its opera-
tion witnessed by Committee in
France, 19; other suggested meas-
ures, 19 ; all the above measures easily
made by warders, 19 ; not so rest of
the Bertillon system, 20 ; Committee
recommend cards to be first sorted
by the measures into the 243 classes,
and these to be sub-classified by the
fingerprints, 20; photographs, 21,
22; the five measures, 22; body
marks, 23 ; records to be in duplicate,
23 ; arrangement of cabinet, 23;
separate cabinet for older criminals,
24 ; for women, 24 ; for boys and
lads, 25 ; existing rules about meas-
uring to be altered, 25 ; forwarding
cards to central registry, 25 ; possible
resistance of prisoners, 26 ; cost of
the new system, 27

EVIDENCE oF F. GALTON in reply to
questions.—Persistence of markings,
81; effect on them by injuries, 33 ;
their variety, 35 ; skill required to
decipher them, 35 ; to identify, 36 ;
classification, 36 ; ambiguous cases,
36 ; time needed to learn art of
deciphering, 37 ; outlining patterns,
37 ; Randall, 38 ; number of fingers
used, ten or six, 39 ; counting ridges,
41 ; resistance by prisoner, 42

EXTRACTS FROM APPENDICES.—In-
struetions for printing, 48 ; reading
formule, 44 ; arrangement of cards,
45; searching, 45; sub- dividing
loops, 46

still a question how far it could deal
with very large ones, 14 ; objections
to system discussed and answered,
viz. : (1) alteration or removal of
the finger markings, 14 ; (2) manual
labour obscuring them, 14 ; (3) too
complicated for warders and police-
men, 15; easy check afforded by
fingerprints to error of identification,
16 ; English methods of search take
too much time, 16 ; the Bertillon
system cannot be adopted in England
in its entirety, 17; Freuch and:

English judicial procedures, 17;

Resistance of prisoners, 26
Ridges, counting, 18, 41, 78
Rolled prints, 44, 63, 66

Scars and cuts, 34, 64, 103

Scotland Yard, 8, 27, 43

Search, time taken in, 2

SECONDARY CLASSIFICATION, 78

Simpson, H. B, 8

Simulation of a loop by a whorl, 110

SPECIMEN DIRECTORY, 116 ; specimen
of a hack, catalogue, 54

Spectacles, 60 )

Stationery Office, 7



INDEX 127

Streaks in prints, 64
SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS, 111

Tables—Distribution of formule, 50 ;
specimen of hack catalogue, 54 ;
ditto in another form, 76; the
commoner formule, 77 ; number of
ridges in wl, 82 ; number of ridges
in the prints in plates 2 and 5, 84 ;
index to suffixes, 90; specimen
directory of 300 sets, 117

Termini, 79

Time, average required for search in

the large catalogue, 2 ; taking prints
by a warder, 15; learning to read
patterns, 37 ; searching for a single
particular, 52 ; verifying a supposed
duplicate, 53 ; counting ridges, 84,
86, 88; writing out formule with
suffixes, 90

Transitional, see Ambiguous
Troup, C. E., 8

Warders, 15, 19 ; training them, 28
‘Whorls, 62, 68, 110
Women prisoners, 24

Printed 5y R. & R. CLARK, Edinburgh
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